
What is the most attractive part of Stratford?
· Industrial park
· Welcome to Stratford signs
· The Welcome signs
· Streetlights and trees
· I don't know
· 3rd Ave with klemme Park, midtowne building, schools
· Small town
· North 3rd Avenue
· Welcoming main street - love the flags and clean look of Kleeme Park
· Close-Knit community feel
· The new sign and bench on stop n go light cornor
· Driving into Stratford from the west and north (hwy 153)
· Hwy 97 North 
· Football field/softball/baseball/park area
· Nice signage. Well kept homes and businesses 
· The parks, klemmee reserve, walking trails
· Green spaces. 
· School and athletic fields
· Close to family, trails and parks, school system
· The parks and schools. 
· Downtown area on 3rd Avenue
· Close to work and school
· The public schools and sport facilities also the industral park.
· Klemme Park & The Business Park
· Industrial park
· Industrial Park
· Klemme Park and Klemme Reserve
· Parks
· Industrial Park, Klemme Park, Connor Park
· Area between Provisions C store and police station
· Quiet living, but not too far away from shopping and travel access.
· Community Support
· The businesses owned by locals
· Klemme Park
· The quiet peacefulness of a small village.
· Schools
· Quaint. Quiet 
· The village signs
· Klemperer park
· Location between larger towns, clean/up kept well
· Parks
· Lights downtown and Klemme’s park.
· Small community 
· Downtown 
· Main Street and the towns parks. So inviting and cute.

Village of Stratford Community Survey 2019

The Village of Stratford wants to present a friendly and welcoming appearance to visitors 

and residents. Appearance-wise:
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· Heritage Trail
· Old Main Street with new streetlights and Klemme park
· Klemme Park
· Kann's trailer court the pond
· The business park
· Downtown
· HS School Ball Fields
· peace and quiet

What needs the most improvement?
· Entering town from East 153
· Buildings/homes along 97 that need updating & yardwork.  Weeds, cut lawns, paint.
· I don't know
· Extended sidewalks on the south side of stratford to the trailer courts/ dollar general. 
· Houses and buildings along Highway 97
· the need for a Kwik Trip
· Parks
· Some businesses need to make sure they update there business signs!
· Repair to some visible buildings when entering town from the south. 
· Coming into town from the South And we need electronic speed signs on the north side of town .
· Everything else
· Main thoroughfare homes and businesses that are unkempt and messy
·

· Sidewalks
· State highways thru town
· Sidewalks on 97 south of 153
· Having residents clean up their property.
· Old / Junk house on Hwy 97 
· Eyesore houses/trailers along 97
· Streets
· Highway 97 going through Stratford, esp 97/153 intersection
· All of highway 97 businesses and homes.
· Homes on Hwy 97 & 153.  Some very kinky & unkept.
· The appearance of homes on STH 97
· Fix up Post Office and Davel's Store
· Drivers don't obey stop signs, or other rules. 
· Government system 
· More public relations between town officials and citizens
· The main Street of the village. We need plants or pretty trees. 
· Mobile home park on Hwy 97
· Bars close early, community days, more sidewalks 
· Need a Kwik Trip
· Some of the streets.
· Friendly people, very clicky
· Some of the houses on Hwy 97 
·

· Places to eat
· Hwy 97 corridor.   Houses that need paint, mobile home park. Lack of sidewalks going south 
· Main intersection of 97 and 153
· Legacy St  terrible

Ugly houses that line both of the highways. I wish passerby’s could see the center of town versus worn down/trashy 

houses.

Need more seasonal decorations like mosinee, hanging flowers in spring/summer; Christmas decorations
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·

· Sidewalks 
· Playground at Connor Park
· traffic and ordinance control within the village
· Trailer park and houses along 97. 
· Some of the old houses in the center of town east of 97
· Update several residential homes to make overall town more appealing.
· Activities for Seniors
· Parks
·

·

Comments
· What village does is ok.  Some home/property owners NO.
· Trees are old and dying. Should be cut down and replaced with grass.
· This is especially true of properties and businesses along Highway 97.
· For the most part yes. There are few that need help. 
· Some private homes need painting and yard work done
· Sidewalks need some serious attention.  
· We have a neighbor that has a garage that hasn't been finished the past 5 plus years! 
· Many local “neighborhoods” appear well maintained.
· Old run down houses along N 97 are an eye sore
· It is for the most part, but there are some locations that should be worked on.
· There are a few exceptions but some people will never change
· Some need to step it up. 

The approach from the south, power lines, rough looking properties. Also, the Kafka property on the SW corner of the 

main intersection could use some TLC 

Do you think the appearance of Stratford is well maintained (trees are pruned, sidewalks are 

not overgrown, private property is kept neat)?

Two house one on Logger St. and that 3 story shack on 97, next to the counter place. Also the fence they have for the 

dogs does not hold them in.   We were walking our dog and those dogs broke right through the fence.  We thought for 

sure we were going to get eaten alive.   Something needs to be done there.  But like anything else some one will have to 

get hurt first before any actions are taken.  Sad to say..  

The house at the SW corner of 153/97 needs to be remodeled or bulldozed.  It is a terrible eyesore as you come into 

our town..
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· Always room for improvement
· The property north of klemme car wash, the two properties need trimming and mowing.
· A few private properties need more attention and maintenance 
· There are a couple homes along Rt.  97 that are in terrible shape.
· Mostly. A few uncared for yards 
· Not all of the homes in all neighborhoods. 
· Some sidewalks are pretty rough
· Typically not an issue with the exception of a couple properties.
· Private houses off of 97 need work. Very overgrown and junk everywhere
· Some sidewalks still need work, but overall good
· There’s a lot of sidewalks in town that need repair though
· Many of the sidwalks are overgrown and there are alot of private properties that need to be cleaned up.
·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

Too many houses along the main roads make the town look dumpy and dingy; and their yards are a mess.  Sidewalks 

are cracked; weeds growing in them.  There are many properties (like the old sign building on Balsam) that should be 

leveled  

Mixed. Some well kept properties.  Some run down properties. Some old sheds that are falling down and not being 

repaired or tore down. 

Overall good. But there are a lot of properties that could be cleaned up and some sidewalks that really need attention. 

The equipment at Klemme Park too could use some repair and touchup. 

At least four properties along 97 have messy yards, both sides of 153 East too much brush, Allingtons-Novitzke store & 

warehouses

on 153 just as you turn the corner to go west, two people can't even walk on the side walks.  The side walks are not 

safe either.  So many people have to walk the road because of the unsafe side walks

Scott Dennee does an outstanding job staying on top of the Street Dept / Private Property Needs Improvment

Overgrown Weeds everywhere, long grasses, poor sidewalks, village shops even have Weeds surrounding the whole 

building. Arrange always sends to be low on the priority list 

several homes along state hwy 97 are an absolute disgrace. overgrown, uncut, one has now built onto the garage that 

looks like a cover for junk, the house needs a good wash-the north side is extremely dirty
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If asked by a friend who is thinking of moving to Stratford, how would you rate your level of 

satisfaction with the following:

Healthcare 
Availability / 
Affordability
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If you rated any category as dissatisfied or very dissatisfied, what are your concerns?

Responses
· No dissatisfied ratings. 
· Police Department 
· I would like to see more business growth downtown.
· need business to move into old Parkside styles
· N/A
· No viable options for internet or cellular services. 
· Not a lot of employment in city limits. Also downtown parts look a little rough and can clean up. 
· Library could have a little more to offer
· Internet is not reliable, some roads need work
· Sidewalks south of 97
· Healthcare- office hours very per business. We travel often go Wausau for healthcare though Aspirus. 
·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

The two house that look like trash, and people not keeping the dogs contained where there need to be.   Its getting un 

safe to walk in some areas.

I love Stratford and think those who work for the city do a great job maintaining the village and keeping it very clean and 

trimmed. I live in the neighborhood behind community bank on the east side of 97. The street is still dissatisfactory. The 

rocks are still coming off the road and the tar underneath gets stuck on my shoes, tires, etc when I use the street. Also, 

I marked safety as dissatisfactory for only one reason, to get from my neighborhood to klemme Park/downtown on my 

bike, I have to ride on 97. I have 3 small children learning how to ride bike and would love to have a trail from our 

neighborhood to Legion street so we can easily and safely get to the park. I think it would be widely used by people in 

my neighborhood and maybe other neighborhoods further south of us. 

The village itself seams to supports very little community spaces ie. ball parks, play spaces, outdoor areas

There really isn't any businesses "downtown" any more except an grocery store that needs a major facelift, post office 

that is scarcely open and bars.  

Poor appearance. Not all that enticing for now businesses and residents.  Need more retail business (restaurants, 

shops)

Downtown needs to be fixed up with more business. The Community Days is a let down from Heritage Days. Need to 

bring in more music groups, food vendors, car cruising after the car show. We need to attract people to attend. This 

past year was a real let down.

the roads so uneven with all the patching that has been done for when they removed lead pipes.Some have more dips 

than a roller coaster.

Cellular service can be very marginal with Verizon. We happen to live in spot that Verizon works well but two blocks 

away calls drop

Water, sewage, and electric is too high and continuing to climb.  Taxes are on the high side.  Rural internet access is 

not great; we should work with the state to make the school of the clinic an internet hub.  Our roads are not good in 

many places with patch jobs of stones rather than asphalt; brings down the values of our subdivisions.  Not enough 

sidewalks outside of downtown to allow easier access to school, stores, etc.

I see to many village trucks, and men who drive mowers, just constantly driving around. And the mower operators totally 

ignore stop signs. They are no different than ATV'S. 

No park on the south side of town otherwise the other parks are good. No sidewalks to the south of town is a big safety 

issue for people with kids.  Healthcare costs in central Wisconsin are high but nothing the village can do about that

Library hours are disappointing. Marshfield library charges a fee for access. So, Stratford residents that can't make the 

Stratford library hours don't have easy access to a public library. 45 min drive to Wausau shouldn't be acceptable, we 

should do better. 

Similar sentiments of the Post Office hours. If there's anything the village can do to influence longer/more open hours 

for the Post Office, please do so

NA.  Somewhat unsatisfied with the number of manufacturing engineering opportunities outside of Wausau. 

police coverage lacking at night.  could have someone or all rotate for coverage.  constant lack of stopping at stop signs 

and speeding by everyone 
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Please indicate how you would rate your level of satisfaction with the following:

If you answered dissatisfied or very dissatisfied on any of the above, what caused that feeling?
· Too many dogs - barking - owners not cleaning up behind leaving mess on others property
· Dogs getting out of peoples fences..  
· Past experience and lack of enforcement
· Would like the police to interact with the public more.
· Number of animals running loose, particularly cats
· Police Service needs improvement.  
· there is no animal control.  Cats running everywhere.
· The police in town are ridiculous. This is a small town being ran by Milwaukee police. 
· When I am walking there are some dogs that run out to me barking.
·

·

·

·

·

I no longer own a dog yet I find dog poop on the sidewalk in front of my house. It would be nice if people who own dogs 

in the village would clean up their poop wile walking them. 

I think the village police should be available 24-7. The police chief told me to call the sheriff, if its a non-emergency call, 

late at night. Unacceptable! 

I’m glad to see that the police force is doing something about the drug problem but if you want to make a dent clean out 

your mobile home parks.

Several people in village who have very aggressive dogs. Makes those who have trained well mannered dogs fear for 

their animals safety. Many people who do not pick up after their pets and then blame it on those who do. 

ATVs on public streets was not a great decision, and will likely become a headache for the village, and an economic 

burden (via injuries) outweighing the positives, in the future. If you're not convinced, I encourage you to skim through the 

scientific literature on ATV injuries and public roadways. 

Emergency 
Medical Services
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Please indicate your level of satisfaction with the responsiveness of the following:

If you rated any as poor, what are your concerns?
· Learn how to plow snow - not run over same street 2-3 times!!
· Police Department needs improvement in the area public relations. 
· The government officials just seem to do whatever they want irregardless of what the tax payers feel.
· lack of driving safety, seems to be a waste of time with constant driving back and forth 
·

Please rate your level of satisfaction in how we communicate with Village residents.

They just seem to drive around constantly. Not sure where they're going constantly. They drive around my block, in 

circles, almost every day.

The Record-Review

Village Newsletter

Website 
(stratfordwi.com)

Utility Bill Stuffers

Page 8 of 15



Are you familiar with:

Options to rent Village 
parks and facilities

Outdoor dropbox at 
municipal bldg

Stratford Community 
Gardens

Stratford 
Community Days

Auto-pay options 
for Utility Bills

Village's Website

How to view Village 
ordinances online

Budget plan options for 
Utility Bills

Police Department 
Facebook Page

When to get a 
building permit

Options to 
volunteer with SAFD
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Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the following statements:

If new housing is developed, what type of housing do you prefer?

Other (please specify)
· Senior housing with a garage..
· I already have my house, and I am not familiar with others needs in this area
· Senior housing 
· more multi family and senior housing for assisted or non assisted
· Apartments, duplex and single housing.  There isn’t enough of any.  
·

·

anything but apartments or duplexes which people tend not to maintain and bring in lower income people

Need to have more affordable housing for people who are just starting out.  Something to replace the trailer courts. All 

housing options are good in a community 

A wide range of 
housing choices are 

available.

Stratford needs 
more affordable 

housing.

Stratford needs 
more multifamily 

housing.

Stratford needs 
more senior 

housing.
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Other (please specify)
· Higher-end apartments or condos
· seems appropriate with size of village or I don't know about that area.
· Kwik trip
· Larger grocery store. Davel's is great, but too small.
· Fast food variety. 
· A nice grocery store
· Grocery Store, Kwik Trip, Doggy  Day Care
·

The Stratford Area Economic Development Foundation actively seeks new businesses and 

jobs to our area. What areas of development do you feel are lacking in Stratford?

I would like to see more industry but I wouldn't say it is lacking because we have more industry the other small towns

Services (banking, 
insurance, 
healthcare, etc)
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I support the use of local taxes to improve, install, or implement:  (Check all that apply)

High-speed internet / 
Cellular service

Curb & gutter to 
unimproved streets

Assist low-moderate income 
residents w/ home 

maintenance & clean up

Community sponsored 
tournaments (beanbags, 

disc golf, etc)

Outdoor family movies at 
Klemme Park

Page 12 of 15



Other (please specify)
· Clean up along 153 East to display ballfield - tennis courts - roadside - creek, etc...
· Places to play ball, outside courts for basketball, sand volleyball etc
· A dog park would be wonderful 
· More through streets - too many dead ends.  If 97/153 blocked, we must go out onto the country roads.
·

·

·

Responses
· I think we could do a better job of getting people to clean up their property (including village).
· Cable tv service is too expensive. 
· Nice place to live and raise a family.
· None at this time
· Thanks for keeping this a great community to live.
· Highly motivated to get a dog park in town. Would be a huge step for the town!
· Keep up the great work, including the solicitation of community input
· None
· would be nice to get a notice of village meetings to attend
· Stratford is a great place to live!  
· Still the best town ever
· None
· None  
· Generally, in an overall matter, Stratford is a nice community to live in. 
· Make county roads ATV accessible. 
·

·

·

·

·

· I feel Stratford is a great small town.  Has a good school and industrial park.  Safe place to raise a family.

I wish I could do auto pay for my utility.  But since I do not have a bank account with Stratford bank I can’t.  It is my only 

bill I can’t auto pay. 

I feel the village could use some new ordinances regarding the upkeep of lawns, yards, driveways and homes.   These 

would also need to be enforced.  

The house on the corner of Logger and Highway 97 is an eye sore.  This house needs yard maintenance and the house 

needs a make over

Do we have a process in place to make sure updates to housing is complete in a timely matter? Have a neighbor that 

hasn't finished siding his house which has been a year now.

I love the 24 hour compost site.  The Knoll Fitness Center is a real treasure in our community - as is the community 

center. 

taking better care of what we have.   You put new stuff in and then no one keeps it up.   Keep up and clean up what  we 

have, then thing of doing something else.

As far as I know, the electric, water and sewer are fine right now.  So I don't know what you would be improving.  We 

shouldn't put tax dollars into cable, phone, internet.  Doesn't Charter cover the Village anyways?  I guess I don't know 

what kind of downtown revitalization is even possible, the land seems to be used efficiently for the park as it is.

Music in the park 

Garbage / recycling for residential and commercial 

Chamber of commerce financial support 

Incubator space for new business 

More sidewalks, especially from South mobile home park 

Cleanup of blighted properties (keep up the good work on this)

Please add any comments or suggestions you wish to share. All responses will be kept 

anonymous.
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·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

Why are you lining the pockets of Mr Knoll once again and allowing him to rip up wetlands and areas of the needlessly 

expensive heritage trail to put in another subdivision? It seems like if you have money in this town you can do whatever 

you want but the little guy has to beg and plead to get what is rightfully theirs taken care of. 

1. Keep adding and maintaining sidewalks and parks.  South side needs them

2 Hwy 97 appearance is better with some junk that was removed compared to several years ago, but still some homes 

that look rough and give the village a run down appearance.  Lack of paint and overgrown landscape and make a place 

look run down

3 residents enjoy the trail system.   Maybe black top part of it.  Look for grants to give more recreation options 

4. Keep working on housing options for all age groups

5. Need for sidewalks on north street especially with soccer practice and school use of Klemme reserve. and Hwy 97 

south of the village. 

6 good to see the Verizon poles that were falling down removed.  More underground utilities do look nicer. 

7 try to keep taxes the same.  One nice advantage compare to marshfield 

While community days is still a decent event to attend, I think that everyone is missing their favorite events (community 

group food tent, carnival, tractor pulls) 

Other communities are able to have these kind of events so it would be nice to see what Stratford can do to bring these 

back. 

There are very few or most times no opportunities available for young families wanting to move into the village of 

Stratford to be able to rent an apartment or duplex.

Each citizen should be valued the same; they all pay taxes.  So, every service we provide should be given equally.  

Unfortunately, some areas get better services (road surfaces, e.g.) than others.   

Too many properties in the vicinity of the "downtown area", are trashy looking. John Davel's property, for example. Lots 

of junk and old cars and trucks, tractors, etc. Old dilapidated sheds, and garages. Makes the downtown area look like 

an alley. 

I said this earlier on in the survey, but I would love expanding the heritage trail to go from the community behind 

community bank, to the downtown area. As there is already trail on the west side of the road, I think connecting it to the 

South east quadrant, if you will, of Stratford would allow for safe biking to downtown Stratford. Feasibly, that could be 

extended to the trailer court on the east side of the road. The trail on the west side is a very roundabout and long way to 

take if we want to go downtown on a trail, plus then requires us to cross a big highway at least 3 times to get to the 

park/downtown areas.

Police presence would be nice to see when there are football games and track meets and ballgames at the Tiger 

Stadium. Cars do not slow down going past Bills Service Center. And the speed limit on Hwy 97 coming into town in that 

direction should be watched going past Bills and that stretch of Hwy past the FFA Park where students cross the Hwy 

even though there are flashing yellow lights there should be another set by Bills Service Centers street. 

Getting onto "97" in the morning "rush" - Evening same at rush hour

Some places to see traffic from village streets onto "97" you have to get out quite far to see.
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Generally, do you feel the Village is moving in the right direction?

"Yes" = 34 responses

Responses
· I think we are off to a great start. I am looking forward to more improvements in a timely fashion.
· yes as far as my minor information
· Yes, I think this is a great community and it’s continually growing. 
· Yes I beleive so
· No
· Slowly, but yes.
· Slowly; yes
· somewhat
· Somewhat
·

·

·

·

·

The business park expansion has been great; keep moving forward here.  We need a long term plan to improve the 

layout of the town, the upkeep of people's properties, the movement of traffic, etc, to bring people into the town.   

Yes. No town or village is 100%. What you'll do with the suggestions or comments from this survey, will say alot. Will 

the critisism given, be looked at? Will the problems be addressed, or ignored? I would like to see an overall response to 

everyone's opinions and suggestions published. And the village leaders answer or address the improvements or 

critisism leveled at them. 

yes I do think it is moving in the right direction. When you have Marshfield 10 miles away it is hard to keep money spent 

at home.

Yes, business park seems to be doing well and there are consistent upgrades being made to utilities and public works.  

School system is doing well and is growing when most other communities seem to be struggling.

I would like to see more apartment buildings and duplexes constructed so young single adults and families have placed 

to live in the village.
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